
EIS says Nolan’s work 
is ‘socially acceptable’
THE  Environmental Impact
Statement for the Nolan’s rare
earths mine project claims
there will be “no significant im-
pact” on vulnerable animals or
water.

Arafura Resources Limited
is the company pushing the de-
velopment, 135km northwest
of Alice Springs near Aileron,
where they plan to mine, con-
centrate and chemically pro-
cess rare earths.

The statement was submit-
ted to the Northern Territory
Environment Protection
Authority this week.

Arafura managing director
Gavin Lockyer said Nolans
project would be managed in a
“socially acceptable” and “en-
vironmentally responsible”
manner.

“The EIS has been prepared
to a very high standard and ad-
dresses the full range of envi-

ronmental, economic and
social issues relating to our
mining and processing opera-
tion,” he said.   

“We look forward to com-
pleting the approvals process
for the environmental com-
ponent of the project, and con-
tinuing the approvals process
for Native Title and ground-
water extraction – both of
which we expect to see final-
ised later this year.”  

The company has spent
more than $7 million on envi-
ronmental licence applications
since 2007. The project is in the
Burt Plain Bioregion, known to
contain more than 1100 plant
and 350 animal species. Veg-
etation is mostly mulga and
acacia woodlands with short
grasses and spinifex.

However, biodiversity stud-
ies found no evidence the pro-
ject would have a significant

impact on vulnerable animals
in the region.

The report includes com-
prehensive risk assessment
and studies covering ground
and surface water, biodiversity,
Aboriginal and cultural heri-
tage, socio-economic impacts,
transport, radiation, air quality,
noise, rehabilitation and
cumulative impacts.

Modelling of the ground-
water aquifers discovered by
Arafura in 2012 suggests there
are no long term impacts from
the Nolans operation on the
quality or availability of
groundwater for pastoral or
domestic use.

The EIS will be available for
public comment at http://
www.arultd.com/ for a period
of eight weeks and is being as-
sessed under a bilateral ar-
rangement between the NT
and Australian governments. 
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