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APPENDICES 

Note that the following appendices have not been published to the website due to containing sensitive 
ecological data. 

APPENDIX A – BIODIVERSITY MONITORING DATA 
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2.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT 

This document is the second Annual Compliance Report for EPBC approval 2015/7436, for the year of 
2024-2025. This was granted to Arafura Resources Limited (now operating as Arafura Rare Earths Ltd, 
hereafter referred to as Arafura) on 11 May 2018 under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) (the Original Approval) for the Nolans Rare Earth Project (the Project).  

The Original Approval was revised, resulting in variations to the conditions, and reissued on 24 October 
2024 (the Revised Approval), during the 2024-2025 reporting period. Condition 11 of the Original 
Approval which governed the annual compliance report, was revoked and replaced by Condition 35 in 
the Revised Approval. The wording of Condition 11 of the Original Approval and Condition 35 of the 
Revised Approval are presented below. 

Condition 11 of the EPBC Original Approval: 

Within three months of every 12-month anniversary of the commencement of the action, the 
approval holder must publish a report on their website addressing compliance with each of the 
conditions of this approval, including implementation of the management plans as specified in 
the conditions. Documentary evidence providing proof of the date of publication and non-
compliance with any of the conditions of this approval must be provided to the Department at 
the same time as the compliance report is published. 

The commencement of the action was 27 February 2023, therefore the reporting period under the 
Original Approval was 27 February to 26 February each year. 

Condition 35 of the EPBC Revised Approval: 

The approval holder must prepare a compliance report for each Annual Compliance Report 
period (ACR period). 

Part C of the Revised Approval – Definitions: 

Annual Compliance Report period or ACR period means each subsequent 12-month period 
following the date of this approval decision until the expiry date of this approval, unless otherwise 
specified in writing by the Minister.  

The date of the Original Approval decision was 11 May 2018, therefore the reporting period under the 
Revised Approval is 11 May to 10 May each year. 

This compliance report (2024-2025) addresses the compliance of the conditions in both the Original 
Approval and the Revised Approval for the dates each respective approval was valid. As the Revised 
Approval was issued during the reporting period, the Original Approval is reported against for the 
period of 27 February 2027 until 23 October 2024; and the Revised Approval is reported against for 
the period of 24 October until 10 May. As a result, the reporting period is longer than the usual 12-
month period in this case. For the next reporting period (2025-2026) the regular 12-month reporting 
cadence of 11 May to 10 May will commence and be ongoing. 

This report has been prepared in accordance with the Annual Compliance Report Guidelines, 
Commonwealth of Australia 2023 (the Guidelines), as outlined in Condition 37 of the Revised Approval, 
shown below.  
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Condition 37 of the EPBC revised Approval: 

The approval holder must ensure each compliance report is completed to the satisfaction of the 
Minister and is consistent with the Annual Compliance Report Guidelines, Commonwealth of 
Australia 2023. 

As noted above, Arafura was issued a variation to the EPBC 2015/7436 approval on 24 October 2024. 
This variation followed a request submitted to the Commonwealth Department of Climate Change, 
Energy, the Environment, and Water (DCCEEW, the Department) on 25 March 2024 to amend 
Condition 8 of the Original Approval. The variation allows for the phased approval of Environmental 
Management Plans (EMPs) required under Conditions 2, 3, 4, 5, and 7 of the Original Approval, prior 
to the commencement of construction and/or specific activities.  This now stages the approval of the 
required management plans before the commencement of the relevant activities. 
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3.0 ACTIVITY SUMMARY 

Construction activities (the Action) at the Project site commenced with early construction works on 
27 February 2023 and continued until mid-October 2023, when operations were temporarily 
suspended. Works have not recommenced since that time; hence no construction or others work 
activities were carried out at the Project site during the reporting period.  

Since mid-October 2023, onsite activities have focused on continuing to collect baseline monitoring 
data to meet the environmental requirements outlined in the approved management plans. As well 
as site security and maintenance activities. 

Full construction and resumption of the action is expected to proceed once the necessary approvals 
and financing are secured, and the Final Investment Decision (FID) is announced. 
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5.0 COMPLIANCE TABLE  

An individual compliance table has been created to address all conditions of both the Original 
Approval and the Revised Approval, as detailed below: 

• Table 5—1 addresses compliance with the conditions of the Original Approval for the 
reporting period from 27 February 2024 (the start of the annual compliance period under the 
Original approval) to 23 October 2024 (the last date the Original Approval conditions were 
valid). 

• Table 5—2 addresses compliance with the conditions of the Revised Approval from the 
approval issue date of 24 October 2024 to 10 May 2025 (the end date of the reporting period 
under the Revised Approval).  
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7.0 CORRECTING NON-COMPLIANCES 

There were no non-compliances during the reporting period.  
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9.0 NEW ENVIRONMENTAL RISKS  

No new environmental risks not previously considered in the environmental risk assessment of the 
Project were identified during the reporting period. 
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 BIODIVERSITY MONITORING DATA 

1. Biodiversity monitoring 2023-24 Nolans Rare Earths Project (EcOz 2024) 

2. Great Desert Skink (Liopholis kintorei) Monitoring 2024-25: Nolans Rare Earths Project (EcOz 2025) 

These documents are for public disclosure due to containing sensitive ecological data. These 
documents have been provided to the Department.

  




