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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Arafura Rare Earths Pty Ltd was granted Groundwater Extraction Licence (GWEL) L10010 on 25 August 
2022, for the purpose of dewatering for the Nolans Rare Earths Project (the Project). This licence was 
subsequently amended on 16 July 2024 under the subsidiary of Arafura Nolans Project Pty Ltd. This 
licence permits the extraction of 40 ML/year from a local aquifer located in NT Portion 703 Aileron. 
The preparation of this annual report is in accordance with Condition SC5 of L10010, as below: 

Condition SC5 of L10010: 

The licence holder must provide an annual report to the Controller within 2 weeks of 30 June each 
year which:  

a) Details compliance with the conditions of this licence in the previous financial year; 

b) Identifies exceedances of trigger values in the licence documents and actions taken in 
response; and 

c) Details any changes to trigger values in the licence documents.   

 

1.1 Project and Operator Details  

Arafura Nolans Project Pty Ltd and Arafura Rare Earths Ltd are considered together within this 
document as the owner and operator of the Nolans Rare Earths Project (collectively referred to as the 
Company, the Operator, or Arafura). Arafura is an Australian mineral exploration and development 
company focusing on Neodymium and Praseodymium (NdPr) rare earths, and the Nolans Rare Earths 
Project is their flagship Project. Arafura is headquartered in Perth, Western Australia and was listed on 
the Australian Stock Exchange (ARU) in 2003. A summary of the Project and Operator details are 
presented in Table 1—1 below. The Project will encompass a rare earths mine, process plant 
(comprising beneficiation, extraction and separation plants) and related infrastructure to be 
constructed and located at the Nolans site. The Nolans site is located 135 km northwest of Alice 
Springs, and approximately 10 km west of the Aileron Roadhouse in the Northern Territory (NT).  
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2.0 ACTIVITY SUMMARY  

Construction activities at the Project site commenced with early construction works on 27 February 
2023 and continued until mid-October 2023, when operations were temporarily suspended. Works 
have not recommenced since that time; hence no construction or other work activities were carried 
out at the Project site during the reporting period. 

Since mid-October 2023, onsite activities have focused on continuing to collect baseline monitoring 
data to meet the environmental requirements outlined in the approved management plans. As well as 
site security and maintenance activities. 

Arafura has not yet commenced water extraction or pit dewatering at the mine site. Hence no water 
abstraction has occurred to date under GWEL L10010.  

Full construction and resumption of works on site is expected to proceed once the necessary approvals 
and financing are secured, and the Final Investment Decision is announced. Water abstraction under 
GWEL L10010 is expected to commence at such time. 
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4.0 COMPLIANCE TABLE 

The Compliance Table (Table 4—1) below provides a summary of Arafura’s compliance with the 
conditions of GWEL L10010 during the reporting period from 1 July 2024 to 30 June 2025.  

The ‘Department’ as defined within GWEL L10010 refers to the NT water regulator, which changed 
from the Department of Environment, Parks and Water Security to the Department of Lands, Planning, 
and the Environment during the reporting period. As such, this is collectively referred to as the 
Department in this document.  


























